
Lord God , eternal CreAtor , loving Father we lift our 
pI'ayers to you with praise in our hearts and humili­
ty in our spirits . We are humble because we know tht 
you are above us , holy , and incomprehensible save 
as you have shown yourself to us ir Jesus Christ and 
in those special moments of insight when we capture 
an inspiration , think a new thought , behold your 
beauty , and YIhen we sense YIho w'e really are . We 
praise you for you are a great god and have made 
yourself approachable even when we are not worthy . 
We praise you for you have shown us that we are in­
deed of infinite worth . 

We want to thank you , rather . You have dealt so 
generously with us', you have gone the second mile in 
loving us , you have died for us , you have surrounded 
us with beauty and with companionship , with love and 
with opportunity . You have graciously provided liS 

with all tnat is needed for life .•• our food and shel 
ter , our minds and our strengths . Save us from con­
tinued denial of the realm of the spirit ••• whepein 
the abundal,t life which our Lord talked about is to 
be found . Yea , even the an~~als and the plants are 
clothed and fed , are we not much more than they? Let 
us search for the depth to life , then we shall find 
its glory . We thank you for all that life is , for 
all that enriches it , add for all its possibilities . 

As He search for ourselves and our place in your 
plan , may we do so knowing that your love for us ~s 
unremitting and endless? Teach us that the only 
greatness which is worth strivin~ for is that great­
ness which you honor •. the service of others and of 
the Christ . But that ~ will'~ard for us to accept 
for we so mUCf! crave the approval of the world by 
its standards . 

Now Lora we pray for the elderly among us that their 
days may be full and bright ; we pray for the youth 
that their days may be filled with meaningful acti ­
vity and a growing awareness of your claim on their 
lives; we pray for the children that their days 
may be happy and that they may learn of you . He pra 
for those in bewween that their energies may not 
flag and that their priorities may be kept aright . 
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Eternal God, your name is to be honored and praised 
thruout the created order, especially in the house= 
hold of Christ's people . As we come before you in 
prayer let our prostration of our spirits before 
your throne be to you a sign of our adoration and 
praise. In a world filled to overflowing with the 
profane and the evil, let us in these moments sense 
and touch the divine and be lifted from the shadows 
which overwhlem our souls and hinder our spirits. 
And as we thus are touched by your holiness may we 
be purified and made whole and recommitted as your 
people and servants. 

We are a grateful people, 0 God. Thankful to you 
for innumerable blessings and goodnesses. We thank 
you for comin~ to us and supportinr- us, especially 
to those who have special needs - the loss of a 
loved one, the loss of direction in life, the in­
ability to make decisions; we thank you for hearin~ 
our prayers and letting your power and direction 
flow into our esperiences; we thank you for the 
blessings of home and friend; for the enrichment 
of material things, for the nourishment which our se 
soul receive from your loving hand, the Bible and 
the caring hands of others. We praise you for 
the order and intricacy of the universe, a oniverse 
which is able to supply our everv physical need . 
And we thank you for Jesus Christ. 

May we be ever alert to opportunities which come to 
us, may we be supportive and helpful to others, may 
we be guided in making decisions, let us constant il 
par prayers, and mindful of our friends. And may Wt 

respect and conserve the created order realizing 
that we are but pilgrims and tenants . And may we 
open ourselves so that your grace and love can 
come to us more fully thru Jesus ehrst . 

We pray for those y~nt whose public spiritness has 
led them to seek elected office in the days ahead . 
Be with them, and may they permit themselves to be 
used to further your way among us, in our nation, 
and in our world . 

Take now our lives and use them for the advancement 
of your kingdom . 
Listen now to the yearning and prayers of your peop
nere ga~- erea. 
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Eternal God , we have corne to be with you for a while 
and to fellowship with others who are seeking you . 
We have sensed your nearness and know that you are 
present thru your Spirit . So we , in trust , open 
our hearts and spirits in prayer and supplication . 
We do so with humility , for we know that it is by 
your grace that we are allowed even to come to you . 
We marvel at your goodness andhmliness , we are amaze 
at your love and mercy , and we are blessed by your 
gifts and your care . Accept our praise . 

Our hearts bow gratefully before you when we consid­
er the magnitude of your blessings . With thankful 
spirits we acknowldge your love so graciously and 
abundantly revealed in our family , our friends , and 
those who love us . ~Thank you for permitting us to 
discover somethingL~ your love as we receive and 
give love to another and to others . Your care is 
lovingly revealed in the world around around us ­
in its beauty , its order , and its dependability ­
and we thank your for that . Your concern is shown 
us in the daily and regular provision you make for 
our needs and we praise you for that . Your faith 
in us is demonstrated by the minds you have given 
us and the wills which you have placed restlessly 
within our breasts , and we are grateful for that . 
But the gift og Jesus Christ - his matchless puri­
ty , his example of sacrifice and courage , his liv­
ing and dying and rising - far escells any other 
gift and we are thankful . Help us to r e spond to 
your goodness by offering a bit more our being to 
you . 

Take from each of here gathered some more of our 
lives . Take that which we have been withholding 
and use it for your glory . Take our will and refin( 
them , take our energies and redirect them , take our 
values and alter them , t ake our time and make it 
hallowed . Take us wholly and make us whole . 

Now Lord God we wait in silent intercession . Hear 
our prayers as we list our concerns in the quietnesf 
of our own hearts . 

OUR FATHER WHO ART IN HEAVEN HALLOWED BE THY NAME 
THY KINGDOM COME THY WILL BE DONE ON EARTH AS IT IS 
IN HEAVEN GIVE US THIS DAY OUR DAILY BREAD AND FOR­
GIVE US OUR TRESPASSES AS WE FORGIVE THOSE WHO TRES' 
PASS AGAINST US AND LEAD US NOT INTO TEMPTATION BUT 
DELIVER 9S FROM EVIL . 4 thine is thekgdm , por , tlorJ 
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lur 'ather, you haYe proai,e. to tenew the 
strength and spirit ot thoae who wait uponyou in wor­
ship. Tiait us, w. pray with your healing and di­
recting presence. 

We thank you tor all you h.ve ~iyen in Jesus 
Christ; tor bidden bleaBings which in our baate 
and .elfishness we aay have overlooked: tor heftage 
and hope, driection and support, love and loyaltr, 
and all that you have yet to ~ive. Make ot UB .rat•• 
ful people willing to respond to your lov. by lovin~ 
others and you. 

W. have eo.. to you this !lorning troll. different 
backgrouncls. and having had ditferent experience•• 
But we ehare a coason ne.d tor the renewal ot our 
lives" a chance to begin again, a faith tor this day 
and. a hope tor the days to eo... Grant us what we 
ne.d that we aigbt be able to ainister to otbers, 
and thus bear one anotbers burdens. 

Tbere 1& 80 auch that va want to bring to you 
this aorning. Tau have heard our requa.te, be th.,. 
.p ken or unspoken, and in faith we know that you 
will reepend to tba.. But there is mucb aore which 
need. your touch•• • • there are those in tearfully 
and anxioully tace the uncertain future, there ar• 
• any whos. health is a question .ark, others who,e 
l6fe ••••• pOintless aDd. shallow, others viII be 
leaving hOlle tor thefirst tiM in a fe. day. -- gran1 
your love to all. Help us to know that nD we reall, 
that you 10Te us, then all others thing. can b. born. 

Co•• and. guid.e the attai!-s ot 118n and. nations. 
Influence the le.ders of .en. Co.e and bl••s the 
church. Porglve her inadequaci.s and revitaliae her 
with a visitation at your spirit. Help the churcb 
to truly be the body of our Lord Jesus Christ. And 
aay we who are ...ber. be disc1ple. a. well. 

In the na.e ot Jeau. Christ our Lord. A..n. 
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